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which she had laboured hard for two years, appear sufficient
to dispose of this charge/'2

Catherine's part in the massacre as a whole is a question
on which (like that of the guilt or innocence of Mary, Queen
of Scots) opposite opinions will probably always continue to
be held. And this is inevitable, because the only records of
her actions on these three days (22nd to 24th August) are
all furnished by persons who were violent partisans of one
side or the other, and at a time when none took pen in hand
with any other idea than to obscure the truth as much as
possible for the advantage of his party. The Protestants de-
sired to show the Queen Mother and her son the King as
guilty of the crime perpetrated against themselves; while the
Roman Catholics desired to show that in what they did the
Queen Mother and the King were on thejr side. The following
fact is eloquent as to the way in which, under such condi-
tions, the history of this affair has been written. It was de-
clared by the Protestants that Charles IX had himself assisted
in the massacre by firing at their co-religionists from a win-
dow of the Louvre; the very window was pointed out, and
so thoroughly was this fact supposed to be authenticated that
a tablet to that effect was in after years affixed to the window.
This tablet was, however, removed in 1802, on its being dis-
covered that that wing of the palace was not even built until
the reign of Henry /7.63 It is from accounts written in this
fashion that we have to gather what Catherine's words and
actions within the Louvre were at this time.

None know really what went on in the Louvre during the
22nd and 2$rd August preceding the commencement of the
massacre on the morning of the 24th; and it is upon this that
the question of Catherine's part in the matter turns.6* Two
things only are certain: first, that of those around Catherine
during these three days there is not one, either Protestant or
Roman Catholic, French, English, or Italian, whose word on
the subject we can trust in the smallest degree; and second,
that if Catherine were responsible for this massacre, then it